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00136 ROMA

Centenary of Church in the Congo
The Church in the Congo concluded the celebrations for its centenary year with a week-long national
Eucharistic Congress in Brazzaville from 22-28 August. The year had opened with separate celebrations
in the three Dioceses on 29 Aug. 1982, and during July 1983 there had been national pilgrimages to the
two most historic sites: Loango (1-3 July) and Linzolo (15-17 July) as well as a celebration in the northern Diocese of Owando (23-24 July).

The early years of the mission
Spiritans were not, in fact, the first missionaries in what
is today the Congo. There had been two earlier attempts at
evangelization of the coastal area by Capuchins ( 1663-66
and 1766-75) but these had not lasted.
The centenary celebrations commemorated the third and
definitive evangelization of the country, which began in August 1883 and with which the names of two Spiritans are
particularly associated: fathers (later Bishops) Hippolyte Carrie on the coast and Prosper Augouard in the interior.
In 1873 Fr. Carrie had established a mission station at
Landana (on the coast of the Cabinda enclave) and in 1880
another at Boma (in what is now ZaTre) on the northern bank
of the Congo River, below the cataracts. On 25 Aug. 1883
he established a mission at Loango, near Pointe-Noire, in
what is today the Republic of the Congo.
It was from Vivi, 85 kms. further up-river from Boma,
that, in July-August 1881, Fr. Augouard made his first trek
(380 kms.), with 35 porters, to Mfoa (now Brazzaville),
where he met the explorer Stanley as well as the French
explorer de Brazza's representative, Malamine. He decided
that this would be the best spot to establish a mission for
the interior. Two years later, on 11 August 1883, he set
out again from Vivi, with Fr. Krafft and Brother Savinien and

120 porters. After a
difficult
trek
during
which six porters died
of fever, he arrived at
Mfoa on 18 Sept., but,
being received with
hostility, he fell back to
Linzolo, 28 kms. from
Mfoa, and, on 22 Sept.,
founded the mission of
St. Joseph of Linzolo.
It was four years before
he was able to establish a mission in what is
now Brazzaville.
In 1885, Fr. Augouard went by boat
up-river as far as the
equator, and in 1886
he assembled his own
boat, the Leo XIII,
transported overland in
120 30-kilo pieces.
(This was later followed
by two larger boats - a
second Leo XIII and, in
1909, the Pius X Mgr. Prosper Augouard
transported and assem(1852-1921)
bled in the same way.)
In these boats he made
many trips up-river, founding the first mission in the north of
the Congo - Uranga - in 1889; and getting as far as UbangiShari (the Central African Republic) and founding the mission
of Bangui there in 1894.
By that time the Vicariate of the Congo ( 1886) had been
divided (1890) into the Vicariates of the Lower·Congo (Bishop Carrie) and the Upper Congo (Bishop Augouard).. The
former was renamed Loango in 1907, and the latter became
the Middle Congo in 1909, when the Prefecture of UbangiShari was detached from it, and then the Vicariate of Brazzaville in 1922, the year after Bishop Augouard's death.
The missions in the Congo developed slowly at first.
For the first ten years it was mainly ransomed slave-children
that were baptized. When these grew up and married, they
lived in Christian villages. Gradually the pagan villages were
evangelized, with catechists playing an important role. Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny arrived in Brazzaville in 1892,
trekking like the first pioneers, and joined the Spiritans in the
work. Other Congregations, like the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary and the Spiritan Sisters, arrived later. Under
Bishop Biechy (1936-54), greater importance was given to
schools and some teaching Congregations were brought in.
Meanwhile a local clergy was being trained, with the first
two ordinations taking place in 1938.

The three churches of Linzo/o

President was a local priest, the Abbe Fulbert Youlou, who
had run for office in defiance of the Archbishop's wishes. In
1961, a year after full independence, the first Congolese
Bishop, Mgr. Theophile Mbemba, was consecrated in the
Eboue Stadium in Brazzaville.
Two years later the Abbe Youlou was overthrown .and
the Marxist Government that succeeded him nationalized the
schools in 1965. Catholic schools at the time numbered 18
secondary schools (3,073 pupils), 17 technical schools (994
pupils) and 319 primary schools (71,849 pupils). The loss
of the schools led to greater stress being laid on basic communities, and catechetical instruction through catechists, the
• scholas populaires · for liturgy animators (founded by the
present Archbishop of Brazzaville in 1957), the Legion of
Mary and other apostolic movements.

1885

In March 1973, Archbishop Emile Biayenda of Brazzaville was made a Cardinal by Pope Paul VI, but the joy of his
people was turned to sorrow when he was assassinated on
23 March 1977, five days after the assassination of President Ngouabi.
Today the Church in the Congo counts some 640,000
Catholics, and they became aware of their strength when an
enormous crowd of 600,000 turned out on 5 May 1980 to
greet Pope John Paul II on his brief visit to Brazzaville. The
hierarchy is entirely Congolese, and in their · ad limina · visit
to His Holiness on 21 Oct. 1982 they said that they had 55
local Congolese priests (48 diocesan and 7 religious) and
that there were 60 major seminarians at the Emile Biayenda
Regional Seminary in Brazzaville (formerly called the Libermann Seminary) and 250 junior seminarians in four junior
seminaries. There were also, they said, 60 local Sisters and
16 novices. Apart from the local priests and religious, there
are about 80 expatriate priests and about 100 expatriate
Sisters.

1898

Spiritans working in the Congo today number 52 (48
priests and 4 Brothers), and in the past 100 years some 500
Spiritans have served in the country. They have gradually
been handing over to the local clergy, and this year a local
priest replaces Fr. Christian de Mare as rector of the major
seminary.
Apart from the French (and Dutch) Spiritans, there is
also the Spiritan Central African Foundation, which counts
three Congolese theologians among its 13 professed members, as well as five Congolese in the first cycle. The theologians live at the Laval Centre in Brazzaville and attend
courses at the Emile Biayenda Seminary.

People's Republic of the Congo

1983
By this time the influence of nationalist messianic movements was being felt. The modern Kimbanguist Church in
Za"ire was founded in 1921 by the former Protestant catechist Simon Kimbangu, and in the Congo a· similar breakaway religious and political movement was started by Andre
Matsoua, a Spiritan-trained catechist, in 1926. He was
jailed in 1929 and died in prison in 1942, but his movement
lived on after him. (The celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the Church in the Congo was marred in 1933 by the issue
, of Matsouanism, as Fr. Schaub, who was present at it,
recalled at the centenary celebrations.)

The Church in the Congo today
The hierarchy was set up in the Congo in 1955, with
Brazzaville as Archdiocese and the two suffragan sees of
Pointe-Noire (Loango until 1949) and Fort-Rousset (a Vicariate in 1950 and later to be known as Owando). The country was by then on the verge of independence, and its first
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Area: 342,000 sq. kms. (larger than Italy).
Population:
1,600,000 (underpopulated).
640,000 (40%).
Catholics:
Protestants:
160,000 ( 10%).
Muslims:
30,000 (2%).
Capital: Brazzaville (pop. 400,000).
The Congo was recognized by the European powers as a French colony at the Berlin Conference in
1885, just when the first missions. were beginning. It
became autonomous within the French Community in
1958 and fully independent in 1960. The Abbe Fulbert Youlou came to power in the 1958 elections and
Was the country's first President, but he was deposed
in 1963 and succeeded by M. Massamba-Debat, who
was himself deposed in 1969 and succeeded by Major Marien Ngouabi. President Ngouabi was assassinated in 1977, and the current President, Col. Denis
Sassou-Nguesso, came to power in 1979. Since
1963 the Government has been Marxist, but, although
it took over all Church schools in 1965, it has allowed
religion a considerable measure of freedom and it sent
official representatives to all the recent ceremonies
commemorating the centenary. Economically, the
country is fortunate in having oil resources, which account for some 70% of the national revenue.

At the level of higher studies, the- Church runs a Centre
for Christian Study and Research (CERC), frequented by
about 300 young people . Another form of apostolate is the
press, and a well-produced Catholic weekly newspaper, La
Semaine Africaine, · has a circulation of 7,000 and is sold
also in neighbouring countries.
Just before the centenary, the new Diocese of Ouesso,
in the far north, was created on 6 June 1983, with territory
taken from the Diocese of Owando. Its Bishop, Mgr. Herve
ltoua, was consecrated as part of the centenary ceremonies,
along with an Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of Brazzaville, Mgr. Anatole Milandou.

The Celebrations for the Centenary
The main celebrations were held in July-August 1983,
but the observance of the ·centenary had begun a year earlier, and at Linzolo the people had begun as early as 1978 to
construct a new church, finished in time for the centenary
and called St. Joseph-Bia-Sala-Moko (i.e. St. Joseph built
with our own hands).

Loango, 1-3 July. The three days of celebrations at
Loango began with a pilgrimage on foot from Pointe-Noire,
in which about 1,000 participated, and ended with an outdoor Mass for 5,000 people, at wl'lich 10 Bishops were
among the concelebrants. During the Mass, two new
priests and a deacon were ordained for the Diocese.
Linzolo, 15-17 July. At Linzolo too there was a pilgrimage on foot, in which about 4,000 took part. On the
evening of the 15th there was an African rock opera on 'Jesus the King'. On the following day, 30 priests heard thousands of confessions, and that evening some 20,000 people
with lighted candles took part in the dedication of the new
grotto to Our Lady of Lourdes. The first flame, from which
all were lighted, was brought symbolically by the Spiritan
District Superior, Fr. Joseph Wollenschneider, and from this
large candle Archbishop Batantu lighted his own and passed
the flame on to others. During the ceremony, Fr. Gaston
Schaub, who arrived as a missionary in 1926, traced the history of the Church in the country. "When I arrived in the
Congo 57 years ago," he said, "I could never have imagined what I see today . .. " · On Sun. 17th, 30,000 people
attended an open-air Mass _at which three priests and a deacon were ordained.

Bishops of the Congo
C.S.Sp.

Diocesan

Brazzaville
1890-1921
Prosper Augouard
1922-1935
Firmin Guichard
1936-1954
Paul Biechy
(Archdiocese in 1955)
1954-1964
Michel Bernard
Theophile Mbemba
1964-19 71
1971-1977
Card. Emile Biayenda
19 79Barthelemy Batantu
Pointe-Noire (Loango until 1949)

C.S.Sp.

Diocesan

1886-1904
1907-1914
1915-1919
1922-1946
1947-1975
1975-

Hippolyte Carrie
Louis Derouet
Leon Girod
Henri Friteau
Jean-Baptiste Fauret
Godefroy Mpwati

Owando (Fort-Rousset until 1977)
C.S.Sp.
Diocesan

1951-1968
1968-1970
1970-

Emile Verhille
Beno'i't Gassongo
(Admin.)
Georges Singha

Ordained 28 Aug. 1983:
Herve ltoua, Bishop of new Diocese of Ouesso
Anatole Milandou, Aux. Bishop of Brazzaville

Owando, 23-24 July. The following weekend, it was
the turn of the Diocese of Owando to mark the centenary.
During the main Mass Bishop Singha traced the history of
the Church in the north of the country and announced the
creation of the new Diocese of Ouesso. M. Souengue Fran9ois, who as a boy at Uranga had known Bishop Augouard,
spoke of his memories of the early days, and a column commemorating the centenary was inaugurated.

Brazzavilie, 22-28 August. The centenary year concluded with a week-long national Eucharistic Congress at
Brazzaville. Among the many Bishops from other countries
who participated were Cardinal Etchegaray of Marseilles (as
Papal Legate to the celebrations), Cardinal Gantin from Rome
and Cardinal Malula of Kinshasa. Large numbers of lay
people attended the daily conferences at the Brazzaville Catechetical Centre on the Eucharist in an African and Marxist
context, and in the evenings there were celebrations in the
parishes, including an ecumenical evening. On Friday evening there was a variety concert in the Eboue Stadium, and on
Saturday there was a pilgrimage to Linzolo. On Sunday
morning, 40,000 people assisted at a Mass in the Eboue
Stadium at which the two new Congolese Bishops were
ordained : Bishop ltoua of Ouesso and Bishop Milandou,
Auxiliary of Brazzaville. After the ceremony, the crowds
spilled out into the streets of Brazzaville, singing and dancing
in a spontaneous expression of joy.

Pait of the crowd at ihe Eboue Stadium on 28 Aug.
1983.. .

. . . as Cardinal Etchegaray, the Papal Legate, presides at the
Centenary celebrations.
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News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 21 Sept., confirmed the election of Fr. Silvio D'OSTILIO
as Provincial of USA West for a second three-year term,
beginning on 23 Oct. 1983;
• on 23 Sept., erected a Spiritan community at Via Piemonte
60, Rome, for confreres doing further studies, with Fr. William JENKINSON as Superior for one year;
• on 3 Oct., appointed Fr. Declan DORR as Novice Master of
the West African Foundation for three years, beginning 1
Sept. 1983;
• on 12 Oct., decided that the Province of Nigeria East shall
henceforth be known as the Province of Nigeria;
• on 12 Oct., decided to reintroduce, from 1 Jan. 1984,
contributions from the circumscriptions to the General Administration, on the basis of a week's minimum salary of
the country in which the circumscription is situated and the
·
number of members eligible to contribute;
• on 28 Oct., appointed Fr. Denis WIEHE as Coordinator of
the Indian Ocean Foundation for a three-year term, as from
15 Aug. 1983;

USA East
SPAIN

Thomas SctiAEFFER (USA East)
Altino FAFIAES (Spain)

Note : Of the three confreres named for Zambia in Spiritan
News No. 47, only one is for the Zambia Group as such.
The two Nigerians will work in the Diocese of Solwezi in the
north of the country.

General Administration
Fr. James Taylor, who has been General Accountant for
the past four years, will be returning to the English Province
in January at the request of the Province. Replacing him as
General Accountant will be Fr. Willy Vervoort, of the Belgian
Province, who has been understudying Fr. Taylor since the
beginning of September. Fr. Vervoort is a computer expert
and will supervise the computerization of the Generalate accounts. The Planning Coordinator, Fr. Tom Farrelly, is also
about to computerize the Generalate's Planning Service.

Spiritans at the Synod of Bishops

• on 28 Oct., prolonged the mandate of Fr. Eamonn MANSFIELD as Principal Superior of Mauritius until the District
Chapter in June 1984 and the election of a Principal Superior.

_,,
Four Spiritans took part in the Synod of Bishops in
Rome in October: Fr. Frans TIMMERMANS (one of 12 Superiors General named to take pa[t), Bishop Paulino EVORA
of Cape Verde, Bishop Michel MAITRE of Bambari (RCA) and
Bishop Pierre SAGNA of Saint-Louis (Senegal).

Visits

Senegal

The members of the Generalate Team will be absent
from Rome for the following periods during the coming
months:
Fr. General
: 1-4 Dec. (Gentinnes), 5-9 Dec. (England),
9-23 Dec. (Holland), 24 Dec.-21 Jan. (Pakistan), 1-21 Feb. (France).
: 9-16 Nov. (Central Africa), 21 Nov.-19
Fr. Gross
Dec. (France), 19 Dec.-7 Jan. (Carcavelos
meeting), 8 Jan.-21 Feb. (France).
Fr. Torres Neiva: 21 Nov.-19 Dec. (France), 19 Dec.-7 Jan.
(Carcavelos meeting), 8 Jan.-21 Feb.
(France).
Fr. Ezeonyia
: 11 Dec.-13 Jan. (Nigeria), 13 Jan.-21
Feb. (Bagamoyo, EAF).
: 6-15 Nov. (Ireland), 15 Nov.-20 Dec.
Fr. Trachtler
(Holland), 20 Dec.-8 Jan. (Germany).
: 17 Nov.-6 Dec. (France), 6 Dec.-7 Jan.
Fr. Bevan
(Sierra Leone), 7 Jan.-28 Feb. (Kenya).
Fr. De Boer
: 15 Nov.-31 Dec. (Holland).
Fr. Watters
: 6-16 Nov. (Ireland), 1-31 Dec. (Papua
New Guinea), 1 Jan.-28 Feb. (Kenya).

This year the Daughters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
have been celebrating the 125th anniversary of their founding in Dakar in 1858 by Bishop Aloys Kobes, C.S.Sp., with
the assistance of Sister Rosalie Chapelain, of the Congregation of St. Joseph of Cluny. Today the Congregation numbers 123 members, working in Senegal, Cape Verde and
Guinea-Bissau. The first Senegalese Superior General was
Sister Josephine Sagna in 1885, and the present Superior
General is Sister Marie-Reine Faye.

First Appointments

Our Dead

The General Council has made first appointments to the
following circumscriptions:
GHANA
Maurice KIELY (Ireland)
KILIMANJARO Duarte COST A (Spain)
YAOUNDE
Rogelio FREIJO (Spain)
Joi!io CHIUSO (Brazil)
BRAZIL S.W.
Jose Carlos de OLIVEIRA (Brazil)
Gumercindo de OLIVEIRA (Brazil)
POLAND
Zdsislaw BOBROWSKI (Poland)
Andrzej BONDYRA (Poland)
Grzegorz KOSIELSKI (Poland)
Stanislaw WOJTKO (Poland)
Edward JABLONSKI (Poland)
. Edward PONDEL (Poland)
Jan POPA (Poland)

Funding for Projects
In Spiritan News No. 47 we recommended the book
Agencies for Project Assistance by Frs. Aubin and Cotter.
The Irish Missionary Union has brought out a similar book: a
Directory of Funding Sources for Justice and Development
Programmes, compiled by Sean J. Healy, S.M.A. It lists 39
funding agencies, with information on each of them. It may
be obtained through the Irish Spiritan Provincialate, Temple
Park, Richmond Avenue South, Dublin 6.
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Franr;ois PICHON (France), 74.
Etienne NKODO (Yaounde), 72.
Adrien PRAPLAN (Switzerland), 65.
Juventius VERHEGGEN (Holland), 67.
Robert FRIEDERICH (France), 64.
Franr;ois-Xavier BODOLEC (France), 80.
Henricus LAMMERS (Kilimanjaro), 68.
David T. RAY (USA East), 70.
Alfred MARTIN (France), 78.
Venant RAEDERSDORF (France), 67.
Theodorus KWAKMAN (Holland), 78.
Eugene SCHAAL (France), 72.
Karl ISELE (Germany), 75.
Jean CARDRIN (France), 62.
Gerhard HARTMANN (Germany), 79 .
Francis FARRELL (Gambia), 74.
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